11/04/04 16:10 FA X 16192350176 KMOB SAN DIEGO ©005 

AppL No. : 09/782,588 

Piled : February 12, 2001 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (Currently Amended) A microscop e slid e composition for perform ing a first 
assay at a first assay location and a second assay at a seco nd assay location- comprising: 

a) a substrate with a surface comprising first and second assay locations separated 
from each other by a physical borde r partition. wherein said assay locations have discrete sites 
configured to hold a single microsphere, said sites separated by a distance of less than 50 Jim; 
and wherein said substrate comprises the dimensions of a microscope $lide; and 

b) a population of microspheres comprising at least a first and a second 
subpopulation, wherein said first subpopulation comprises a first bioactive agent and said second 
subpopulation comprises a second bioactive agent, wherein said microspheres are randomly 
distributed at said discrete sites on said surface[[.]]Lan£ 

c) a lid in communication with said partition, wherein a first hybridization chamber 
is formed at said first assay location, and a second hybridization chamber is formed at said 
second assay location, 

2. (Previously Presented) The composition according to claim l f wherein said sites 
are separated by a distance of less than 25 pm. 

3. (Previously Presented) The composition according to claim 1, wherein said sites 
are separated by a distance of less than 15 \xm, 

4. (Previously Presented) The composition according to claim 1, 2 or 3, wherein said 
sites are separated by a distance of at least about 5 pm. 

5. (Canceled), 

6. (Previously presented) The composition according to claim 1, wherein the 
distance between centers of a first and second microsphere of said first subpopulation is at least 
5 pm. 

7. (Previously Presented) The composition according to claim 6, wherein the 
distance between said first and second microsphere of said first subpopulation is less than about 
100 pm. 

8. (Canceled) 
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10. (Previously Presented) The composition according to claim 7, wherein the 
distance between a first and second microsphere of said first subpopulation is less than about 50 
jim. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The composition according to claim 7, wherein the 
distance between a first and second microsphere of said first subpopulation is less than about 15 
jim. 

12. (Previously Presented) The composition according to claim 7, 10 or 1 1, wherein 
the distance between said first and second microsphere of said first subpopulation is at least 
about 5 nm. 

Claims 13-17 (Canceled). 

18. (Currently Amended) A method for making a mjefoscopc slid e composition for 
performing a first assay at a first assay location, and a second assay at a second assay location 
comprising: 

a) providing a substrate with a surface comprising first and second assay locations 
separated from each other by a physical bord e gp artition. wherein said assay locations have 
discrete sites configure d to hold a single microsphere, said sites separated by a distance of less 
than 50 ^im, and wherein said substrate comprises the dimensions of a microscope slide; and 

b) randomly distributing a population of microspheres comprising at least a first and 
a second subpopulation at said discrete sites, wherein said first subpopulation comprises a first 
bioactive agent and said second subpopulation comprises a second bioactive agent[[.]]ianjj 

c) placing a lid in communication with said partition, wherein a first hybridization 
chamber is formed at first assay location, and a second hybridization chamber is formed at said 
second assay location. 

19. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 18, wherein said discrete 
sites are separated by a distance of less than 25 fim. 

20. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1 8 9 wherein said discrete 
sites are separated by a distance of less than 15 jim. 

2 1 . (Previously presented) The method according to claim 1 8, wherein the ratio of 
said first and said second subpopulation is at least 1 : 36. 

22. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 1 8, wherein the ratio of 

said first and said second subpopulation is at least 1:100. 

-3- 



PAGE 6/8 * RCVD AT 11/4^004 6:09:31 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ^ SVR:USPTO€FXRF-1/0 * DI«S:8729306 * CSID:161923S0176 ^ DURATION (mm-ss):02-16 



11/04/04 16:11 FAX 16192350176 



K MOB SAN DIEGO 



@1 007 



AppLNo. : 09/782,588 

Filed : February 12, 2001 

23 . (Previously presented) The method according to claim 1 8, wherein the distance 
between the centers of a first and second microsphere of said first subpopulation is at least 5 pn, 

24. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 18, wherein the distance 
between the centers of a first and second microsphere of said fiist subpopulation is at least 

IS firn 

25. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 18, wherein the distance 
between a first and second microsphere of said first subpopulation is at least 50 jim. 

26. (Canceled) 

27. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 18, wherein said discrete 
sites are wells. 

28. (New) A composition for performing a plurality of assays on a substrate, 
comprising: 

a) a substrate having a surface comprising a first assay location comprising a first 
population of microspheres and a second assay location comprising a second population of 
microspheres; 

b) a partition separating said first assay location from said second assay location such 
that reagents applied to said first assay location do not contact said second assay location; and 

c) a lid in communication with said partition, wherein a first hybridization chamber 
is formed at said first assay location and a second hybridization chamber is formed at said second 
assay location. 

29. (New) The composition of Claim 28, comprising a sealant configured to seal said 
lid to said substrate. 

30. (New) The composition of Claim 28, wherein said partition comprises a gasket. 

31. (New) The composition of Claim 30, wherein said partition comprises rubber or 

silicon. 

32. (New) The composition of Claim 30, wherein said gasket is adapted to fit within 
an indentation or channel on the substrate. 

33. (New) The composition of Claim 28, further comprising a film disposed between 
said lid and said partition. 
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